
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
March 12, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 

Walpole Town Hall – Main Meeting Room 

 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mr. Buckley, Mrs. Gallivan, Ms. Geosits, Ms. Muccini 

    Mr. Breen, Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D. 

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by 

School Committee Chair Buckley. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are located in 

School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. Out of State Field Trip Request 

2. DRAFT Strategic Plan 

3. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

4. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

The Meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence for the loss of two 

very dear Walpole residents. Caitlin McCarthy was an amazing young student who lived a life full of 

joy and love. Caitlin was raised in Walpole and educated in her home by her devoted and caring 

teachers and therapists. Mrs. Ruth White was a longtime teacher at the Walpole Public Schools and 

when she retired, she became a Librarian at the Walpole Public Library in the Children’s Room. 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

 

Scotty Cameron, Walpole High School Student Representative to the School Committee, gave a full 

report on the academic, athletic and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School. Scotty reported 

that: 

 

• The math team had its most successful season in over 29 years placing 3rd in playoffs. They 

will be competing at Shrewsbury High School for the state meet on March 23. 

• Walpole High School Theatre Club is performing the comedy “Love Rides the Rails or Will the 

Mail Run Tonight?” for families only on Saturday. 

• Walpole High School Pride Committee has also commenced the second annual March 

Prideness contest, where high schoolers get Pride tickets for showing one of the core values. 

Every time a homeroom gets 10 Pride tickets they receive a ping pong ball, and at the end of 

the contest, one randomly ping pong ball will be selected for a homeroom to get a free Dunkin 

Donuts breakfast. 

• Many other school activities have been postponed like the Johnson Middle School vs. Bird 

Middle School basketball game and all of the school trips for April 2020, such as the Panama 

trip and the Peru Trip. 

• The Robotics team has also canceled all of its March competitions. 

• Students are very worried that the upcoming Spring sports and extracurriculars will also be 

affected by this virus. 
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• Despite that, students are as focused as ever on their classwork, since there are many national 

foreign language exams. Also, Sophomores have MCAS at the end of March, but they would 

not mind missing that. Course Selections for next school year are also beginning again. 

• Scotty also thanked the School Committee and Administration for their dedication to our 

schools and relentless leadership. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Out of State Field Trips –  

 

(a) Walpole High School Sports Medicine Class to Providence, RI.  The School Committee voted a 

Motion of No Action due to the cancellation of this trip: 

 

Motion: To take no action 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

2. Art Curriculum Update and Student Recognition – Many art students attended the School 

Committee Meeting to be recognized for winning scholastic art awards. Approximately 14 Walpole 

students received awards ranging from Gold Key Award (the very best work and will be considered for 

national-level recognition), Silver Key Award (stand-out work that demonstrates exceptional ability) 

and Honorable Mention Awards (accomplished works showing great skill and potential). 

 

Since 1923, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards have recognized the vision, ingenuity, and talent of 

students, and provided opportunities for creative teens to be celebrated. Each year, increasing numbers 

of teens participate in the program - young artists and writers, filmmakers and photographers, poets 

and sculptors, video game artists and science fiction writers—along with countless educators who 

support and encourage the creative process. Walpole is proud of our talented students! 

 

3. Strategic Plan – First Reading - A review of the Strategic Plan was conducted on February 6, 

2020. The School Committee was provided with the changes made to the Strategic Plan Goals and 

asked to review it as a first reading. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: 

 

Dr. Gough reported that: 

• She has been meeting and receiving updates regarding the COVID-19 virus. She has been 

involved in several virtual meetings/conferences with other superintendents to keep a pulse on 

what is occurring in other districts and sharing resources. Dr. Gough is also frequently meeting 

with the School Nurse Leader and the Walpole Board of Health as well as constant 

communications with the Town Administrator/Assistant Town Administrator. Many 

conferences calls are being held with the Department of Early and Secondary Education as 

well. A letter had been sent to all families today and can be found here. As of 3:50 p.m. 

Thursday, there have been no presumptive positive cases for Walpole. This is a fluid situation 

and changes hourly. Families should be prepared for possible school closures. Updates will be 

provided as soon as available. 
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• The School Department budget is continually being discussed. A presentation was provided to 

the Finance Committee. The focus was to provide any updates, review the personnel budget 

and answer any questions. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Massachusetts School Building Authority: A School Building Committee Meeting was held on 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020. The next step is to advertise a Request For Designer Services (“RFS”). The 

RFS is for the purpose of hiring a designer for development and evaluation of potential alternative 

solutions to the middle school project. The designer will study all scenarios including possibly a 

renovation of the existing school, a renovation of and addition to the existing school and/or new 

construction. Public Meetings will be held in the near future to update the community and answer any 

questions. 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants as stated on the list submitted by 

the Superintendent dated March 6, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated March 6, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Ms. Muccini Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the Regular School Committee Meeting Minutes for February 27, 

2020. 

Moved: Ms. Muccini Second: Mr. Breen Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting will be Thursday, 

March 27, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Nancy Gallivan, Vice Chairman 


